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ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA

Registered Charity Number CFN 15453

COMPANION DOG APPLICATION

Use this form to apply for a COMPANION DOG from ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA.  If after reading the documentation you require another service please visit the website for the appropriate forms or contact us for further assistance.

You will need to provide information and documentation that will enable the Placement Committee of ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA to assess your application.  Should you require any assistance with filling in the form please do not hesitate to contact us either by telephone 1800 688 364 or by email 
Email: applications@assistancedogs.org.au



Please send the completed Application form to:

Assistance Dogs Australia

P.O. Box 455 
Engadine NSW 2233
Australia
Email: applications@assistancedogs.org.au
Toll Free: 1800 688 364 
Phone: 02 9548 3355 
Fax: 02 9548 3766

Web Site: http://www.assistancedogs.org.au/
This version: August 2008
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Companion Dog Application Overview

ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA (ADA) specifically focuses on training dogs for people with physical disabilities.  Our dogs are highly trained to help enhance the quality of life and improve the level of independence for people with physical disabilities.  

People are always astounded with the skills of a specially trained dog but as with all dog training it takes patience, persistence, dedication and consistency on the part of the handler.  Occasionally we have dogs available that do not quite meet the demands of a full SERVICE DOG and these are then available as COMPANION DOGS to children or adults with a disability.

A dog is not the answer for everyone, so please consider the following carefully before applying for a COMPANION DOG.  It is important that the whole family is in agreement of this application and is fully aware of the implications of owning a dog.

A number of considerations need to be taken into account before owning a dog.  If you have any questions we would be happy to speak to you directly in order to help you make the decision to proceed.  Please feel free to call us on: 1800 688 364

It may help you to think about the following…

Do You Have The Time And Energy?

The dog arrives well trained and well socialised, however, you need to practice skills and reinforce behaviours with a dog every day. It will be your responsibility to continue the training that we started to maintain the high standards of your dog being able to assist you.

· Can you contribute the physical and mental energy required particularly in the first 6-12 months?
· All dogs in order to stay fit and healthy must be walked a minimum of twice daily for at least 30-40 minutes on each occasion.  Is someone willing to exercise the dog?
Is This The Right Time For You?

The first year requires a great deal of effort and you will need to make sure you have the time to dedicate to develop your skills, the dog’s skills and the bond and communication between you. 

· What demands do you have on your time over the next 12-18 months?

· Do you have the time to commit to working with a new dog?
Are Your Expectations Realistic

Living with a COMPANION DOG can be a life changing experience with many advantages, however, as with any partnership it does not happen overnight.  To reap the rewards there will be some challenges and frustrations to overcome.  You will have to make some changes to accommodate your new dog, so please consider:

· Can you plan and think ahead in order to avoid problems?

· Are you prepared to take on the role of “leader” with all the responsibilities that this entails?
How Will Having A Dog Affect Family And Friends?

· How will the other people in your life feel about having a dog around constantly?

· As a COMPANION DOG it requires companionship therefore the dog will often follow another person in the household when the recipient is not at home e.g. school, work.
· The dog cannot be left outside for long periods in the yard as it is a trained COMPANION DOG and therefore requires companionship.
· What areas of life may be affected positively or negatively? 
Are My Current Living Arrangements Suitable?

Think about the possible modifications you may need to make…
· Is your current housing suitable and safe for a dog? 
· Will the dog have enough room to exercise and toilet safely?
· Are you or someone else prepared to exercise the dog in wet weather? 
· Are there others who can be relied upon to help with the dog if needed?

Can I Live With A Dog?

Living with a dog involves some not so pleasant tasks. If you are fanatical about cleanliness then think about…

· Who is going to pick up poo, both at home and out on walks?

· How will you deal with wounds and accidents?

· Dogs lose hair and require regular grooming…Who will do this?

· Slobber on your clothes…can you deal with this?

· Dogs can be attracted to things and potentially pull.

We do not intend this to discourage you from applying but we do strongly suggest that you consider these issues and how they would affect you. If you honestly decide that the benefits of having a dog outweigh the challenges then we welcome your application and will be happy to speak with you further.

Assistance Dog Australia Dog Definitions

It takes 2 years to train our dogs as well as major financial investment, therefore please read the following information carefully to assist you in your application for the relevant dog.

Our main focus is to provide highly trained SERVICE DOGS to help enhance the quality of life and improve the level of independence for people with physical disabilities.  However, occasionally we have COMPANION DOGS available and the following provides an overview of the difference.

1. Companion Dog 

Definition: A COMPANION DOG is placed with individuals who are not in a position to raise and train a dog of their own.  They are intended to benefit in the emotional and physical therapy of having a well-trained companion however in order to fulfil this role these dogs have more specific guidelines in their care and handling that must be maintained. 

Intended for: These dogs are trained to support their recipients in home environments. Unlike SERVICE DOGS they are not trained to support the individual for community access, therefore, are not trained to travel on public transport or support the recipient in public settings.  They have the same public access as Pet dogs. 

Expectations: Providing the dog with a secure loving home, with a commitment to maintain the quality of training throughout the dog’s life.  Requirements of health and well being are maintained including exercise and mental stimulation to support the benefits that accompany a well-trained companion.

RECIPIENT CRITERIA
1. The applicant needs to have FULL support from other family members, or people living in the same household.  This involves facilitating the relationship between the dog and recipient and in many cases having limited direct interaction with the dog themselves.

2. The applicant can be any age.  However an adult is to be responsible for the dog in public and supervision with children is required at all times.
3. The applicant plus family members having direct access to the dog must not have any allergies to animals. 

4. The applicant or family member needs to be able to provide care and all requirements of an active large breed dog (Vet, food, financially, exercise etc).

5. An able bodied adult needs to be responsible for the dog at all times.

6,
Must be in a position to adapt lifestyle and accommodation for owning a dog.

7.      The applicant is not in a position to acquire a pet of their own and/or whose needs cannot
          be fulfilled by a pet dog.
______________________________________________________________________

2. Service Dog

Definition: A SERVICE DOG is trained over a two year period to assist individuals who have a physical disability by accomplishing multiple tasks, such as retrieving items, activating traffic light switches, opening and closing doors and many other tasks specific to the needs of each individual.  These dogs increase the independence and self-esteem of the individual and are trained to provide home support, community support and community access support.

Intended for:  These dogs are trained to support their recipient in their home and community environments. They are trained to travel on public transport and support the recipient in public settings. 

Expectations: Each SERVICE DOG will require re-testing each year in order to maintain it's ability to function and be licensed as an *Assistance Dog.  ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA will support you and your dog in this process.  However, we also require commitment from the recipient to follow specific guidelines to ensure the dog's ongoing well being is provided and training is maintained. 

*As per the required criteria of Assistance Dogs International - Governing Body for all Assistance Animals World-wide.

The attached application form is for a COMPANION DOG ONLY.  If you require a SERVICE DOG please go to our website (http://www.assistancedogs.org.au/) and download the relevant form or contact us as per the information on the front page.

The Application Process

STAGE 1 – Receiving the Application

· Please read the enclosed information carefully and ensure you are clear about your application for a COMPANION DOG.  If you have decided a SERVICE DOG is more appropriate please contact us to discuss this further on 1800 688 364.

· The applicant must complete all of the information, sign and return the application to Assistance Dogs Australia, PO Box 455, ENGADINE  NSW  2233.

· Once received the application remains the property of ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA.

STAGE 2 – Initial Waiting List

· Once application is complete and sent back, the placement committee will review the material to determine if the applicant is qualified to move to the second stage of the application process. 

· If the applicant is suitable, the applicant will be notified in writing. 

STAGE 3 – Interview & Home Visit

· The interview will help the applicant and ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA decide if receiving a COMPANION DOG would be beneficial and appropriate. Please note that an interview does not guarantee acceptance, as the organisation is limited to the number of new applicants which it can accept each year.

· After the interview, ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA will notify the applicant as to whether or not he or she has been approved by the Placement Committee.  If accepted, the applicant is placed on the appropriate recipient waiting list. 

· Following a successful written application ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA's Program staff will then carry out a home visit.  All people living in the household must be present at the time of this interview.

· After the home visit, ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA will notify the applicant as to whether or not he or she has been accepted by the Placement Committee. 

· If accepted, the applicant is put onto the appropriate recipient waiting list.

· Note: The initial waiting list does not confirm you would be suitable to receive a COMPANION DOG.
STAGE 4 – Recipient Waiting List - Training Course

· Once dogs have completed their training, the applicant will be invited to attend the next Recipient Training Course. The students will be selected for the Team Training Course based on the availability of suitable dogs, as well as their positioning on the Recipient Waiting List.

· In the case of an in-home dog placement, the recipients must make themselves available as follows:

· COMPANION DOGS 2 days training (approx.)

Note: An applicant may be declined at any stage of the application process if the criterion previously outlined is not demonstrated.
All applicants/graduates have the right to expect personal information will be treated with respect and remain confidential.  ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA complies with the NSW Privacy and Personal Information Act 1998.

Rights and Responsibilities of Companion Dog Recipients

RIGHTS:

1. Applicants have the right to be considered for canine companionship regardless of race, sex, religion, or creed.

2. Applicants and recipients have the right to be treated with respect and dignity in all interactions with staff, volunteers and all other constituents of ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA 

3. Recipients have the right to receive a thorough educational program to learn how to use the canine at home, and when out walking in public. 


4. Recipients have the right to information on or to ask for follow-up assistance.


5. Recipients have the right to receive a physically sound dog.  All COMPANION DOGS will be neutered or spayed prior to being placed in their homes.


6. All applicants personal information is treated as strictly confidential and only those with a need to know have access to this information.  All applicants are protected by the ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA Privacy Policy.  ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA complies with the NSW Privacy and Personal Information Act 1998.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

7. Recipients will be responsible for all associated costs, which include veterinary, feeding, worming, grooming, etc once they have taken possession of the COMPANION DOG.  


8. Potential recipients are responsible for their travel, accommodation and any associated costs for the purpose of team training.


9. Recipients must be responsible for the health and well being of the COMPANION DOG


10.  Recipients must register their COMPANION DOG with the local council and local veterinarian.


11. Recipient must commit to ongoing training with their COMPANION DOG.

Application Form for Companion Dog Only

Please fill in ALL details, failure to do so will significantly slow down the process

SECTION 1 - Personal Details

Name:        _________________________________________________________

Address:   _________________________________________________________

Suburb:


State:



Postcode:

________

Day Phone Number:  _______________  Evening Phone Number: _____________

Mobile:

Email: ______________________________

Date of Birth:  _______________________________________________________

YOUR HOME CIRCUMSTANCES

	Do you live:
	(alone
	(with spouse
	(with house mates
	(with family


Please list all other people living in your household.  Please include their name, age and relationship to you.

Are all members of the household supportive of your application? YES/NO

If not, please describe their concerns:



Other pets in household?  Please include age, breed, desexed, and, where appropriate, 
whether they are socialised with dogs.  Please include all pets, not just dogs:

Type of housing, i.e. townhouse/apartment/villa/house:


Your Home has:
(  ) Yard or Courtyard
(  ) Fenced
(  ) Unfenced


  (  ) Pool
(  ) Fenced
(  ) Unfenced 

Do you own your dwelling?
YES/NO
If no, please give landlord's details:

Name:       ____________________________________________________________

Address:



Postcode:    ___________________________________________________________

Phone number:   _______________________________________________________

We will require written permission from your landlord for a COMPANION DOG to live with you in your home.  This should be included with this application.

RELIEF FACILITIES FOR THE DOG

Type of garden, i.e. grass, paved, etc.


Size                                                                                                                                      .
Is your garden fully fenced?
YES/NO
If yes, what height is the fence?


How do you access the garden?


Will a toileting run be required?   YES/NO

If yes and your property is owned by a landlord, please include a letter providing written permission for a run to be erected. This should be included with this application
	To assist with your application please include a DVD of your family, the applicant, your household and yard area.


SECTION 2 - Employment/Student

If you are applying for a child please fill in your own employment details, and the relevant section pertaining to Study/Schooling for your child.
Employment 

Employment: 
 _____________________ Part-time( Full-time( Voluntary(
Number of hours at work each day? ________________________________________________                                            .
________________________________________________                                            .
Tasks undertaken:


Employer's Name:


Address:



Postcode: ____________________________________________________________

Phone number: ________________________________________________________

Please describe your work/study environment (if applicable):

Study:

In reference to the applicant please advise on the time they will be away from home for study/schooling.

Study: 
___________________________ Part-time( Full-time( 

Number of hours at school/Uni etc? ___________________________

Name of institution



SECTION 3 - Health & Disability

Please inform us of the recipient’s particular disability using general and medical terminology.
Please include any allergies:

When was the disability acquired? 



**Please note that if your accident is very recent or you (or the person you are apply for) is still in rehab that you must establish your own home routine before we can provide you with a companion dog.

Please circle the most appropriate response:

	Prefer to use:
	Manual W/Chair
	Power W/Chair
	Scooter
	Walker

	
	Other (please specify):


	Transfer by:
	Standing
	Pivoting
	Slide Board
	With Assistance


	Walking ability:
	Short distances
	Only with support
	Not at all
	On level ground


	Speech is:
	Clear & rapid
	Clear & slow
	Slightly slurred
	Difficult to understand


	Voice is:
	Loud
	Average
	Soft


	Lung capacity is:
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Poor


Any degree of hearing or visual impairment?  YES/NO

If yes, please describe:


Please provide details of sight? (Vision Rating, Distance, etc)

How much time has been spent in bed due to health reasons in the past six (6) months?  Reason?  How much time in the next 6 months could potentially be spent in bed?
Are there any other health factors or secondary disabilities which may affect interaction with the dog?  For example, attention span, physical stamina:

We would like to reassure you that your medical details will be reviewed in confidence and only relevant information sought.  Please include a Letter from Physiotherapist, OT, or Doctor stating recipient’s abilities/disabilities, and supporting application for a COMPANION DOG

	Support Hours:

	Paid (hours)
	
	

	Personal Care:
	Total per day:
	

	Community Access:
	Total per week:
	

	Family/Friends (hours)
	
	

	Personal Care:
	Total per day:
	

	Community Access:
	Total per week:
	


If the recipients disability was through an accident please indicate the cause and if compensated?

Do you need assistance in transferring from one position to another? If “yes”, please explain. 

Does any family member or persons living in the same household, or likely to have regular access to the dog have any allergies?  YES/NO

If yes, please provide details: ______________________________________________

SECTION 4 - Dog Requirements

Please refer to the “Companion Dog Application Overview" (page 4) prior to completion of this section
.

COMPANION DOG FACTORS

Who will care for a COMPANION DOG when it requires grooming, feeding and veterinary care (physically and financially):

















































Please describe how you will exercise the dog?








__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

An adult needs to take full responsibility of the dog at all times, if the applicant is not able to do so themselves. Who in your household will do this? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

What is your plan of action if you have an unforeseen event that precludes you from looking after the dog?  E.g.:  hospitalisation, overseas trip, etc:


How much time will the dog be left home alone on an average weekday and weekend. (Details for specific days can be provided) 


EXPERIENCE WITH DOGS

We appreciate that in some instances a parent may be applying for a COMPANION DOG on behalf of a child.  This section helps us to gain an insight into the family situation into which the dog will be placed.

Please list the dogs you have lived with in the past.  Include breed and length of time:


Has the recipient or any family member ever personally trained a dog or other animal?  If so, please provide details including when?

Do you currently have a dog or any other pets?  Please list all other animals stating age/s, breeds/species:


Do any friends or relatives currently own a dog or dogs?   Include breed, length of time, proximity to the recipient and if interaction is likely?


SECTION 5 - Application Information

GENERAL

What prompted you to apply?



______________________________________________________________________

If unsuccessful would you get a pet dog?   YES/NO

Please describe any specific qualities required in the dog (i.e., must like cats if you own a cat):

Are you able to attend a Recipient Training Course (normally held over two consecutive days) (  ) Yes.  (  ) No.   If No, please give reasons:



__________


Minimum notice required for you to be available for training:


Will you require any other support?


Can you identify lifestyle changes that may occur if you obtain a COMPANION DOG?

In terms of the participant please advise if they can:

Grip onto a lead?



YES/NO

Push into an upright position? 

YES/NO

Physically hold a dog


YES/NO 

Verbally communicate with a dog?
YES/NO

COMMENTS

Please include here any other comments you may feel may be helpful with your application: _____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

I acknowledge the information contained within this application is true and correct and I will notify ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA of any changes in my circumstances pertaining to this application for a COMPANION DOG.

Applicant’s signature:


Date:  ________________________________________________________________

If the applicant requires someone else to sign on his or her behalf please do so below and identify your relationship to the applicant.

Signature: _______________________________________________________

Name (please print): _______________________________________________

Relationship to Applicant: __________________________________________

Contact Details (address and telephone number): ______________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Date:   ___________________________________________________________

Please provide two referees that ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA can contact in reference to your application:

Referee 1 (name):        _________________________________ 


Contact #:                     _________________________________ 


Relationship to you:    _________________________________

Referee 2 (name):        _________________________________ 


Contact #:                     _________________________________ 


Relationship to you:    _________________________________

NB: Application forms cannot be returned and once submitted remain the property of ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA, therefore it is advisable that you keep a copy for your own records.

RELEASE FORM

I, 













(Applicants Name)
do acknowledge that ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA will assess all applicants on his or her merits and at any stage through the application procedures, ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA  will have the right at its discretion to advise the applicant that he or she is not suitable for a COMPANION DOG.  I understand no entitlement to a COMPANION DOG accrues until an applicant is notified of his or her successful completion of the Recipient Training Course.

ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA is entitled to re allocate a COMPANION DOG once the dog has been released to the applicant, if they;

a) Mistreat the Companion Dog
b) Don’t take the appropriate care of the Companion Dog
c) Don’t use the Companion Dog for the primary tasks that it has been placed for.

Please consider your application carefully.  ADA operates as a charity to place dogs in the community with the right applicants.  If you or any member of your household are unsure of having a dog please contact us on (02) 9548 3355 to discuss your concerns.  Removing a dog at a later stage from a home causes strain on the recipient, family and the organisation.  In extreme circumstances ADA will be able to support you should this be unavoidable.  Therefore, please be advised that placing a dog into a new home will incur costs up to $1000 to cover collection, transport for the dog, re-training, re-housing etc.

Applicants Signature/guardian:






Please Print Name:








 Date:


    






Letter of Recommendation from Non-Family Member

Please include Appendix A with this form to the person completing the letter

Name of Author:


Relationship to Applicant:


How long have you known the Applicant?


Address:


Phone contact:


Mobile:


Please give a personal character recommendation for the applicant, 
, and how you feel a COMPANION DOG (from ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA) would benefit him or her.

Signed: 


Date:


Appendix A

Guidelines for the "Letter of Recommendation"
Please consider who is in the best position to provide your Letter of Recommendation.

1. Therapist, professional, friend

2. Level of contact this person has with you

Composer of Letter Overview of a COMPANION DOG

It is important that your letter of support is well informed in relation to the realities of what an Assistance Dog can mean to the person for whom you are providing this reference.

When composing your letter it will help to read and understand the following:

· The Companion Dog Overview….Page 3

· Assistance Dog Definitions and Recipient Criteria….Page 5

Check List

To ensure a smooth processing of your application all information needs to be submitted together.  Please check the following and include with your application:

	Section
	Initial to confirm

	I have read and understand the requirements from the section COMPANION DOG Application Overview?
	

	I understand the difference between a SERVICE DOG and COMPANION DOG and meet the Recipient Criteria (page3-5)
	

	This application supports my/our request for a COMPANION DOG and all family members/persons living in the same household are in full support?
	

	I have read and understand the Rights and Responsibilities of COMPANION DOG Recipients? (page 9)
	

	Enclosed DVD of your family, the applicant, your household and yard area. (page 10)
	

	Enclosed written permission from landlord for a COMPANION DOG to live in household (page 11) (if not required please state N/A).
	

	Enclosed letter from health professional (page 14)
	

	Enclosed Application Form (pages 10-18)
	

	Enclosed Release Form (page 19)


	

	Enclosed Letter of Recommendation from Non-Family Member? (page 20)
	

	Enclosed Check List (page 22)


	


Thank you for your application, ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRLIA takes pride in all the COMPANION DOGS we provide to our recipients.  There are many benefits to owning a trained COMPANION DOG and we appreciate your input to ensuring the correct placement of an appropriate COMPANION DOG should your application be successful.

If you have any questions or feedback pertaining to your application or the work of ASSISTANCE DOGS AUSTRALIA please do not hesitate to contact us on 1800 688 364.

For office use only
Date received:





Received by:

Items missing: (  ) yes   (  ) no 


Checklist sent:  (  ) yes   (  ) no

Date interviewed:




Date home visit:

Results:





Initials:

 








Please affix a recent photograph of yourself here
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